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 Coross. iii. 15. 


ind let the Peace of God rule in your 
' Hearts, to the which alſo ye are caled; in 
- one Body, and be ye thankful. 


N theſe words three things offer ten 
to our Conladeration, . , , 


p: 


Firſt, A Duty ;- which i is; 9 Ie the. Peace 
of God rule in our Hearts...  . -,\ 7 


Secondly, The Reaſon of it ; which'is donble+ 
1 ht, We are called to it, 2dy, We zre called 
cO-It 11 07, Body. 


.. Thirdly, A Means'or Kelp hereugts and. be x 
th ankfl: 


L. 
Ia the firſt of thele allo, there are three chingsta 
be conlidered. 
.. 3; The Grace-it ſelf here commended to-18) 
which is Peace. 
2 The Excellency of this Grace z it ith, Peace 
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DE * Js The Authority it ought to exerciſe over us; let. 


it rule in your Hearts. 
For the firſt of theſe ; Prace doth not here ſignify 


that Quiet and SatisfaQion, which we have in our. 
Minds and Conſciences from a Senſe of well-doing, 
and of God's gracious Promiſe thereunto : But one 
part of well-doing ; from which that inward Peace 
and Comfort flows, viz. the Grace of Peaceable- 
neſs, Wherein we conſult the Quiet of other 
Men, as well as our own; and live in an undi- 
ſturbed Union with them. 

Which is a Grace compounded of ſeveral other 
Graces ; principally, Humility and Kindneſs, Meekne(s 
and Patience. The two firſt 'of which [ Humility 
and Kindneſs ] diſpole us to avoid the giving any 
Offence to others: and the two laſt [ Meekneſs and 


| Patience} diſpoſe 'us to pals by the Offences that 


others give to us: By which means Peace is both . 
made and maintained, both in private and publick, 
in Civil and Chriſtian Society. 

For Peace being that Grace which preſeryes us 
from variance with our Neighbours, and claſhing 
one againſt another ; to the great Prejudice of all 
Society ; it teaches us, as I ſaid, to avoid all thoſe 
things whereby we may offend other Men ; and to 
Ah $* keep . 
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keep our ſelves in ſuch good temper, as not tabe © 
roo much offended at thole things, vvhereby they 
give dil2uſt ro. us. 

T keſe are the chings which cauſc all Yariance,and 
make all the Breaches that are among Neighbours :: 
the Offences which are either given or taken. Which 
Peice inſtruds us equally ro fhun ; and. is it felf 
inſtructed by Humilicy and. Kindneſs to-ſhun the 
giving any; and by Meeknels and Patienceto ſhur: 
the taking any Offences when they are given, | 

It is il1-natur'd Pride and Infolence, which makes. 
Men give Trouble and Diſturbance unto thoſe who 
wonld live quiety. with chem : and>icis too much 
Paſſion and Impatience, which makes others unable: 
to bear- with ſuch. Provocartion. I* 

'Both maiſt'be ':amended, before we can come into» 
the: Way.of Peace. The ft by humble Thoughts 
of our lelves, and by being kindly affedtioned 'one to- 
another in.brotherly Love, (as the Apoſtle {; peaks): The: 
ſecond, by: meck putting up, lajuries, by Forbear- 
ance, and: patient luffering the- mſolene. Folly of-a«: 
buſive Ferſons. _ tk HY, 

"Fhele two put us-jnto the way of Peace; and/wilh 
keep us in it; ether by preventing Differencesgdr byt | 
compoſing hem. - For Dilfexences there willbe” (ang 4 
wy | ext ſuppotrs asmuch }25 long as Mens-Appres.. --... 

benlions of chings ate ve: y yasious ;-yer they may be. *. 
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der. all manner of Differences, but only 4 "8 
_ \ by an over- -ruling hand, as ary, ons pres 
featly;- -when Thave given a ſho accounrof Ws ſe- | 
cone thing under this Head, 


| Which is,the Excellence of this Grace ; has called 
the Peace of God: that is, a Divine Quality ; of 
which God is the Author., -who works it in the 
Hearts of true Chriſtians; as a part of his own 
Image ; which yr loves, an who he ex- 
ceedingly delights. 

- -Inal{thefer ds, i iris the Peace of God: becauſe 

x [prings Free lima: and'is a Communication of - 
his own Divine Nature ; which renders-us-very like 
him, and makes us highly beloved of hira': who 
is the moſt excellent Being ; and delights in” this 
Name,. the God of- Peace and Love. For in his moſt 
bleſſed Nature there is no diſcord, nor diflenſion : 
But all the three Perſons perfealy agree, and: in- 
tixely. accord, - being»exrernally' united in-che ſame 
Will, as well as Eſſence. 

[ao which Pattern, . our Lord and Saviout tells f 

, God »intended'to form their Minds: : 

r adyrcaey mio bt-be one;' 8s-be and the Father gre "one, 
Joh quod: . .. And the . "= endeavoured ro [? 
_ make:the ſame happy: accord among all' Chriſtians 5  [- 
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wngCordios eps © emoid n 21d Eng agg 
| 2A Ambreter wearecthas joined topether in Pegce; 
ind Love;  then/ are: we per yr I1-Chtift 
Jeſid ;12and ini fin ae manner beloved: :66 
21 ofito whom r{dthing is f0' grate ateful\ds this 
whereby: we make the neat approahey urks his 
Divine Nature. 7 i: ,/- 
52By this ſmalltouch; i kave given upon Sb 
jet;! (which-F have-not roon:toopy 
cannot: but ſee there is|chegreateſt ieſbay dla os 
ſhould not.only admit this. Heavenly Gueſt into our 
Hearts; but let cher array prone By%s it. 


Whichithe dota 2H 51:9 mi 5 
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;-The authority it ihe to kin over us: Which "I, 
ſhould be ſo great, that itcommand; and have-the' 
domition of all other - AﬀeRiions' that Rircin : gur 
Souls; -'For ſo the Apoſtle aich, Lec the PRovIE 
God: rule in your Hearts: * -. 

The word, in the Greek, for Rat, relates to- 
| Cotiteſts and Controverkies: © in- which: the: Peace 

ff  God-ought to: interpoſe ſo powerfully, / as to 
| Wi x.them ; that they give no diſturbance to the 

>hrifti; x Society. -SO t - words may literally-be- 
"2 | tranWated 
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| make melt for Peace; Lietidetermine every Con- 
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' atid latereſt to make a bultle, and beftir cthem- 
' ſelves; but theathe Love of Peace and 


waallaed, Let che Reace of Gai be -Hayire in you. 

That is, when adty Diſputes ariſe, about which 
ye cannet dgccr, Hut in dangar +0.fall into Parr 
ties, and break in pieces : them referalunta.Peave, 
26-you db your Differences toran Arbittator. As 
much as-to ſay, letthat: be--conclnded, which wall 


troverſy'; \moderxe in all:-Diffcrences ; 'be inſtead 
ard 213. IO and ſettle all chings in diſpute : 
which will ſoon be at an end, it you do: but think 
with your-elves,velat'will mako:molt:for the Peace 
of the Chuxch, :oc:the _—_— where you) live ; 
and reſolyet> letitharprevant; 2c 00) 1 0 4 

| Inordernato which, we mult let itquell all thoſe 
unruly Paſboos - which open {ach Occgfiqns, :ate 
wont to riſe up in our Hearts.//' Anger may:begit 
to boil; Pride and Ambition to ſwell ; Self-love 


zehtto-get uppermalt; aud:bear the greateſt:fap 

_ Hens) as th1oveb rule. and domind 
other AﬀeRions, which wouldbe troubling us and 
others. 

This is'the Apeſtle's meaning. ;- and thus the'blo- 
ly Men of God. underſtood him : who wete- com» 
rent to{acrifice any thing, but the Chriſtian Faith, 
to Peace and Quictnes, Concerning which there 
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- fbdued: 2nd quaſhr; by Haga 
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6oneof tho-fpofilevinamediars: v) 6 

Ghurehr of Gorithi ' Where he-[hows, - thav thoſe 
Contentions which began in''38.Pamls day 
could nor itſeempbe. _ by:the's 
Authority aldne' 3 wo 


had been grake&and born Rule ity their Heart, | 
"© Whoy/is thene, ſairhhe; that w' of a 
<Sgirirantiongyow? *Whs/is thete hat bath ay 
« Rovwels of 2- "Who, tha is- full of 
«Charicp 2 Lec hineſky, if thisSeditfon te 
& fake; H-rhis Convert; / agg 6 
« on my Account, I am gone, I depitW* 
®you" teale. - hers! ir .noching tht (Wald be/en- 
<pin/d.me;/ but: liwill"dox.: Guly: I the" Flock 
«of -Chrift bo in Peace, with the'Blders'that- are 
*-ſetoverdt; ; who bvethizeDife which 
6 igneverits be pepehtd® > :hiv6 Yorke: and :4hh 
*dez: Por. werkave: known any, where be the 
& Ambors of: Kiberty4© ma? tavethrowh ther 
Elon Bptids :i-and Hhaye'left their owrt 
<«-Caies,! rhirchord might be -Strife xd Conteris 
4riomabourthon. - ws 

And what he ſaith Godly Men would do'here- 
alheri, 2ccording/as others: had'dohe' before '\them, 
ſerene: —_ was fulfilted? 2 we find theo: = 
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dnder; we ;[lould tbe "tengaveng iq be, xÞns! 
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7.4 TE as:made then defice (to 


ule the words, of: one of them )- to be thrown in- 
to. che: Sea, : Ons eh ene have the Tem- 
2 Was:| .- account, ' cons 
peſts. gr aynR 2. - Thus I 'could ſhow 
ome have: done ay i later Ages. And if we 
had the fame. humble;. the ' ſame tender- hearted, 
charicable, ang truly generous Spirir, ;we ſhotld 
think/ic;xbe. greateſt Glary/ro ſubmit: alk; our! pars 
ticular|Cqncetss .to the : Government 'of Peace ; 
ang.not. lex them prevail to the making: any: 
ck Nifludaac@, R405 Frivaie Quarrcls wi 
90-1 ,onoq ms 1 2n1o3L rir he f? 
Unto mhich-Wweatd:now; ſo. prone, that we fall 
gut/7even about. a>criflitg! _ wherein 'we 
ee one frbm-another - reaſon is;ibecaulſt 
We:9761199;full\of cone {elies, did too;void5of 
@haiitycand.othe Peachy Ny: Ged 2 [ WhickociÞt it 
di paſehionr Hearts, we ſheuld'nor: be-ſb nuich 


Wis ded a8: We arte to-our own. Opinions; much 
- lels j96uige py Ralf but zefigh chemoallts 


and ordered; by-;this {race,]-which, teaches 
us to be of a yelding Spirit, as far 45: Piety: will 
permit, | ';-, 75.517; EG 


. Nay, it. us Paſvn ad gr Pre we kept: 


tradifted ; 


at i oe muſk toc) ..c ia Tc. 
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eradited : nor think. our ſelves bound. to-.ingage 
in. the, Defence of every..thing! that. we judg \to | 
be true; nor to riſe up againlt every thing that 
e. judg to. be falſe : But endure withou {di- 
Rurbance, . the, contrary Opinions of others, which 
may ſeem untrue 20-us; if they do 0 grear hurt 
« . orld. ae 7 


-,. Were: we polleſſed with this defire alone, to avke 
others better, we. ſhould not trouble.-ur- ſelves 


about every, Expor and, Miſtake , if the Remedy 
will prove worle. than the Diſcale ;' that: is,- breed 


Quarrels, and break the Peace, by endleſs Diſ- 
Es £ 6a qur it... Our bleſſed. Saviaur 
ſelf the Prince of Peace, did; not undertake 
to free: Men. from, [every + Exror, whatſoever: bur 
thoſe only, which concerned the means of theip 


S pu et, ts re 45vY98 9 
7 in Fuch matters, when we.are-coriftrained 
to dechre: our. Diſlent from others, whor are; we 
apprehend; in : dangerous. Errors; the -Peace of 
God, teaches us tozdo it in ſuch ſweet. and' gentle 
ma ner, .. has they may, ſee we aim only - at: their: 
WP 1:49, they, may por. by, out: peg wreating 
us,, but to, the Truth allo which we defend. Fob 
we t 65 give diſtaſte to.others, and nazke than 
ureconcilable ; ; nor ſo-much by our contrary Apis 
nion,, 
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"A Sermoep | » VV cet 
a7 129 by 'w fibres; A phaſciprions, ami 
| diſdpitifuc "way of: propoſing, ont own Opinion, 
ad oppoſing theirs, *- ©" 

G:Gorev ae. maſs, wha we co doen 
('Congompe and (s are 
ty:dbſerve$ to make” ſack Breaches, as AF 'nevet 
to be repaired. 
—— 


of God rexches us-quite another Le: 
ans us'tor compaſſionate the Weak- 
arr *. br 'Brerhten; to treat'thenil with "Tet 

derneſs, ay well as Humanity ; and when they = 


viſh, and paſſionate, and prone to rad; 
Caves co bear Fic cher eckfy" oth Et 
roi/a; beer | bd 
'//For' the Weakefſes of our Sack mn 
as of out --nor- of onr A "Ani 
a are never —_— be gun than wiki 
cannot be” cured, 'by onr charicablte” Comyaffion, | 
2d Focbeardnce: of them: - 'Unro- which we ih 
be the more” inclin'd; iff we conſider that we are 
Men allo, and' may poſſibly fall into the fame] 
Ercor, an: comm Mn fame Faults: ant thet 
what- we toleratecin ther, it will be” their turn] 
wear: with ine 19; But! CL ok we confi] 
der; that' we are Chriſtians, who x_th 
Eaw2:: Beur ye one” anothers” Bardins; je ilfil the 
Lot ho; Gal. vi, 2.” Whicif Lavy 
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1 Sy 
We do not mind this Chriſtian Obligation, to 
bear one amothers Burdens, We bave other Inclina- 
tions, than ro obey the Will of our blefled Lord. 
We ſeek oor ke. our oy 'Gloty, our ov 
FR our ovvn Intereſt and SatisfaMfoh in 
ery thing, . and are not fatisfied vvith this, that 
lorified, our Saviour hononred, Piety. 
lic che Church edified ; by out, Patience, 
our Peateableneſs, 'by bas Forbeatince ,cone. 
another ; and by ia ud of Gree good of 
or Neighbours as the great nrenement to 
our ſelyes. 
'E,! [ have ex lain d the he fol parr of ry Text; 
Pu: which 1, have'prlſed che 'more earneſt- 
he ber Strife and ed ion vvill. ſpoil all 
hk. .and Humiliations of this ſeaſon : nay, 
ana ar our very Prayers" 2nd” Supplications.. 
Which chen- vyiſl obtain of ' the God of aft Mercy, 
el that poet Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, vvhich vve 
- beg of him : yyhen they G(po ſe, us \to be merciful, 
en} 4. our Heavenly Father is MI I; to be kind'we 
”"j another". (4s the Apoſtle ſpea Ppbeſ. V. 32. ) teh- 
162.1 der-hearted, forgiving one another, even as "08g for 


# Ciriff 5 fake hath forgiven wm. 
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| Core vve novy t6 the ſecond 
the Reaſon, vvhereby the ApoRle, us 
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- And. that is double, as you. heard : Firſt, ve. 
are. called to, it, Secondly, vye are called to it, im; 
one Body... > |... Wald. 
' For the firſt of: theſe, it ſuggeſts to us three Ob», 
parions; vvhereby yye are bound to be peaceable., 
ft, by.che. preaobing of . the gpe t0..1s. -- Secondly,; 
by the Special . Fayourz, yyhich God. has. done. ng; 
therein. Thirdly, by the. high. Honour he hath lo. 
conferred upon us, in making us partakers'of his, 
Heaenly.Calling. >... 1). 
"1. Firſt, I ſay, Calf is a vvord vvhich, relates; 
to. the preaching of the Goſpel, by  vyhich  yve; 
vvere .called unto Belief of the Truth (2 Thel. ic; 
i 3,-14s). and by..that Truth not Me 

Ty 


but .xequired, - 70+ be, at Peace among . our, ſetye 

( » Theſſ.v. 13.) and to keep the Unity of the Spirit , 
in the Boud of Peace (Ephel. iv. 3.) Nay, if. it: 
be poſſible, as much as lieth in us, to.. live peaceably.,. 
with all Men (Rom. xit,,18.) or, it they refule. 


” 


LN 


ic, yet to follow Peace with all Hen, (Heb. xii. 
_ to ſeek Peace and enſue it, ( 1 Pet, iii. 11. ): | 
y [; Finalhy,” | 
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''” Finally;brethren, (as St. Paul writes, 2 Cor. xiii..1 1.) 


Ihe rfeft, (i.e.compleat Chriſtians) be of good comfort 


rreceive this Word of Exhortation),be of one mind, 


| live in peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be with 


you ; that is, as we deſire and hope for; the Favour 
and Love of God, and for all the-blefſed Effefts and 


FFruits thereof, we are bound tolive in peace. For 


he is the God of peace and love : and his Son is the 
Prince of peace ; who left Peace with his Church, as 
his laſt Legacy when he left the World : Peace 7 
leave witk you, my peace Toive unto you, John XIV. 27. 
And his Goſpel is the Goſpel of peace, the word of res 
conciliation ; which inſtructs us in that Heavenly 
Wiſdom, ( Jam. III. 17.) which is firſt pure, then peace» 


able, gentle, and eafie to be entreated ; or, eaſily per ſua- 
ld, unto thole things which make for peace, tho” 
herein we deny our own Will, and particular In- 
tereſt. k 

This is the Genius of that Religion, unto which 
we are called by the preaching of Chriſt's Goſpel. 


2. And it was the greateſt favour and grace that 
eayen could beſtow upon us, to communicate un- 
to us the knowledge of his Will, and to make 'us of 
is heavenly Spirit; for ſo the word Calling is ſome- 
imes uſed in Scripture ; for the free Grace and 
| C Bounty 
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Bounty of God; in oppoſition to any work of 


ours, whereby we could deſerve it; as in Rom. 


IX, 11. That the purpoſe of God might ſtand, not of | 
works, but of him that called: that is, mercifully di- | 


ſpenſed the benefit, according to his own Free-will 
and good Pleaſure. 

We donot underſtand our own happineſs, nor 
the great Grace of Godrto us, if we do not think 
our [elves highly obliged to him, in commanding 
and difpoſing us by the Goſpel of his Grace, to be 
peaceably minded ; that is, to be, as Iſaid, of an 
Heavenly Spirit : For what other Notion can we 
frame of the Happineſs of thoſe above, -but that 
they live in perfect love of God, and of one ano» 
ther, without any diſcord or contention; which 
would diſturb their Bleſſed Repoſe ? Forhaving all 
the very fame End and Delign, the very ſame Af- 
fetions and Deſires, which are to do Honour to 
God, and to promote one anothers good ; 'there 
can be no tupture, nor fo much as quarreling or 
diſſention-among them ; which ariſe from mens 
private deſires and- aims, and the croſs Intereſts 
which they purſue in this preſent world. 

And therefore the more perfe&tly we diveſt our 
Minds of all ſelaſhneſs, and bend our thoughts tc 


ftudy the common good ; the nearer we ſhall ap- 
proach] 
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proach to their Bleſſed State ; and the fitter we 
ſhall be for the Company of happy Souls and Spi- 
.rits, by ſuch a ſweet Concord and Agreements 
here, as reigns in the Peaceable Society of Hea- 
vealy Minds in the other World. | 

And onthe contrary, while we live in Wrath 
and Birterneſs, in Pride and Diſdain one of ano- 
ther ; and thereby are engaged in perpetual Cone 
teſts, and nu. wr Ar Difterences, purſuing one 
another with a deadly hatred; weare of the ſame 
Nature and Diſpoſition with the Infernal Ghoſts, 
the Devil and his Angels : Ana if we go out of 
the World in this wretched Temper of Mind 
( which cannot be changed in a moment ) we fall 
unavoidably into their troubleſome Company ; 
who could not be quiet even in Heaven it ſelf, bur 
there raiſed ſuch a Fattion and Diſturbance, that 
they were thruſt down from that Bleſſed Place, 
and condemned to keep one another company in 
endleſs Miſery and Deſpair. 

And one great part of their Miſery, we all ap- 
prehend, is, That they are ever reſtleſs and unquier, 
unalcerably bent to trouble and torment chemlcel ves, 
by contriving how to make diſturbance among 
others. 
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Which ſhows what a kindneſs our Bleſſed Sa-Þ 
viour. hath done us, in calling us unto Peace ; and 
thereby redeeming us from the Society of thoſe 
rancorous Spirits ; unto whom we are ſo ſtrongly 
linkt, while we are of a turbulent and untraQable 


Spirit, that we muſt neceſſarily fall into their 
. Company, when we depart from hence ; if we be 


not cured of this Diſeaſe, and have our Natures al- 
tered into the peaceable Mind that was in Chrift 


Jeſus, 
3. By which we underſtand, Thirdly, the Ho- 


nour alſo our Lord hath done us, in calling us 
to be peaceable ; for this the word Calling im-f+ 
plies, in Rom. XI. 29. The gifts and calling of God,ſ 
are without Repentance, Where Calling is the great 
Preferment God deſigned for' Abraham's Family, 
and to which accordingly he advanced them ; 
wherein he intended immutably to have conti- 
nued them, if they had believed on him, as Abra- 
ham did. 

And indeed we are called to a very high 
Dignity., by being called unto Peace ; fo 
it intitles us to che Honour of being the Chil 
dren of the Moſt High. So our Saviour in 
ſtruts us in his Sermon upon the Mount , 


Matth. 
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> Matt. V. 9. Bleſſed are the | mn for they: 
ſhall, be called the children of God. | 
Peace-makers, are peaceable-minded men. For 
as to make a lie, in Scripture Language, is to be 
givento Lying, and to make a practice of it: So 
to make peace,is to have a ſtrong conſtant inclination 
to it; and to bend that way, upon all occaſions. 
Which is a Divine diſpoſition, and makes us like 
to God: So like him, that we may thereby be 
known to be his off-ſpring ; who are endued with 
his moſt excellent Nature, and a&t by his Spirit ; 
and therefore ſhall be partakers of his bleſſed- 
nels. 

"This is the ſumof the firſt part of the Reaſon : 
We do not anſwer the gracious deſign of the Go- 
ſpel, and the ron kindneſs and honour Chriſt 
hath done us, it we do not let the peace of God 
Rule in our hearts; unto which we are called in 


one body. 


II. That's the ſecond part of it; We are therefore 
called unto peace, becaule we are called to be one 
hody ; of which Chriſt is the Head. 

When we were made Chriſtians, we were not 
brought into that ſtate, to live ſeparately and di- 
ſtin&tly, every one of us by our ſelves ; as our par- 
ticular 
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ticular Fancies and Aﬀections ſhall incline us: But 
to be knit rogerher in one Chriſtian Society ; every 
Part of whic!: is to ſeek his own good, intereſt and 
ſatety, by preſerving the Whole in peace and 
quietneſs, without any rupture in the Body of 
Chriſt. For by that the Body is deſtroyed ; as by 
union of the Members it is maintained and pre- 
ſerved. 

There is nothing, plainer, than that no Society can 
ſubſiſt, unleſs they who belong to it, as Members 
of it, live peaceably together ; as the Members of 
the Natural Body do : which are made to love, - 
and have a care one of another, and keep all to- 
gether, without any diviſion; for that certainly 
tends to its diſſolution. Bur above all others, the 
Chriftian Body, or Society, is diſpoſed and boynd 
hereunto : by its very Conſtitution ; and by various 
Obligations. | 

As for its Conſtitution ; It is founded upon the 
Law of love, and kindneſs, and mutual .care of 
each other : By which our Saviour hath told us, all - 
his Diſciples are to be known, as by their very 
Badge and proper Character. 

And as for their Obligation ; St. Paul reckons up a 
great number of things, wherein we are united ; 
and thereby tied to keep the munity of the ſpirit in the 

bond 
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bond of peace, Ephel.IV. 5,6. There is one Body, 
That's the firſt and general obligation : And what 
can be more unnatural, than for the Members: of the 
ſame Body, to quarrel and fall out, and tear one 
another in pieces ? And one ſpirit ( that's the 
fecond) the Spirit .of Love and Truth , which 
ſuggeſts the lame peaceable inclinations to every 
one , that it doth. to any one; and what 
more unchriſtian than to throw off the Govern- 
ment of this one Heavenly Guide, and to live 
as if we were leyerally a&ted by ſo many In- 
fernal Furies ? 

Even as we are called in one hope. of -our_ calling, 
( that's the third) we muſt all be Friends in 
Heaven, if we ever meet there ; Why do we 
bite then, and devour one another in- the way 
thither ? 

One Lord, (that's the next) who redeemed us 
all, at the ſame rate of his own moſt precious 
Blood: And is it agreeable to this relation, for the 
Servants of the ſame Maſter to make diſturbance, 
nay, confuſion in his Family ? Is this, think you, 
for his Service * Or can it turn to our yoo AC« 
count, when he reckons with us ? 

One Faith, delivered to us by his Apoſtles ; How 
come we to fall out about that, which teaches us 
ro 
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to agree ? For faith worketh by love, as 
ſpeaks, Gal. V. 6. 


| One Baptiſm, whereby we are receivedinto 
j | | Chrift's Family, upon the ſame terms and condi- 
| 


tions. We are marked with the ſame Cognizance ( as an 


——_— excellent Writer of. our own glofſes upon it * ) we 
| balP's An- ſe the ſame word, we march under the ſame banner ; 


| | fer to How come we to miſtake one another for 
Ul | . . P» þ 5 ; 
Tf | 57. Edit, Enemies : 


| L aftly, There is one God and Father of all, who is 
| above all, by his moſt excellent Nature ; and through 
| all, by his Providence and Care of the a 
| World, eſpecially of every Member of the Church; 
l and in all, by the operations of his Grace in our 
| | hearts. For Chriſtians then to contend, and quar- 
'F rel, and fight, What is it, but to divide this one 
| God , to commit him againſt himſelf, ro diſown 
| his Government, to croſs his Motions, to refuſe to 
follow the condu& of his Graces, which works 
in us ; and by abandoning onr ſelves unto our 
own paſlions, to throw our ſelves out of his Fa- 
therly care of us, and Favour towards us; and to 
expoſe our ſelves to all the fin and all the miſ- 
chief, nnto which the malice of the Evil- Spirit 


can hurry us ? 
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Behold hs nor one Or two ns bis ſeven Bands 
of Unity and Peace among Chriſtians: whereby 
they aretied ro 'fuch- murual care of each others 
welfare ; that they cannot vex, much -lels. deſtroy 
one another, unleſs they forger all theſe Obliga- 
tions, and break theſe Bands in ſunder. 

Nay, there is not a Leaf in the whole Book of 
God (wherein weread theſe things) but ir reaches 
' us this bleſſed accord. The very Body of the 
holy -Scriptures, we might eafily ſee if we did ob- 
ſerve, from the one end of them co the other, is 
2 moſt lively Image and Type of this wnty of the 
ſpirit in the bond of 'Peace, ' which the Apoſtle com- 
mends unto us in this place. For though the 
Writers of them lived in divers Ages, in diſtant 
places, and were of different tempers ; yet they 
all moſt admirably agree” together, having the ve- 
ry ſame reliſh in their writings ; carrying onthe 
ſame deſign, and aiming ar the ſelf {ame end; 
withour the leaſt ground for ſuſpicion, that they 
had any private reſpet to themlelves. 

Ler us but remember then, that we have: ſo ma- 
ny ties upon us, and endeayour to have a'fteling 
at:them ; and. then, as the conſideration that we 
are /Members of the ſails civil Society, moves us 
tobe ar peace one with another in the State, 
which cannor otherways ſubſiſt, bur muſt be dif. 

D ſolved : 
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ſolved : So the ſerious conſideration that we are 
Members of the ſame Sacred Body of Chriſt, 
linke together by {o many ſtrong ligaments, will 
much more move us, to ftudy the Peace of. his 
Church; which cannot be preſerved, but by a firm 
Union of thoſe parts of which it conſiſts, and is 
made up. 

To end this, let it be conſidered' that the peace 
of God, here mentioned , is. a branch of: Charity ; 
as appears by the foregoing words, wv; 14. 4rd 
above all theſe things, put on ( harity, which is the- bond 
of perfeFneſs.. And let the peace of God' rule in your 
hearts, &c. Which tell us, that peace is the na- 
rural effe&t and produtt, of- a. lively and ſincere 
Love in the Heart : Eſpecially of ſuch a love; 
as' is. berween the Members of the fame Body. 

7. Eor we naturally fear-to do any harm to. 
thoſe we love :. And it is from: the injuries we. 
do one-another , of ſeveral forts, that abundance 
of quarrels and: contentions.arde among us. 

2. But ſuppoſe any- hurt be done, the affe- 
&ion we have to Furs whom we dearly love, 
diſpeſes tro look upon all the faults. we commir 
againſt them, as great ;: and all chat they commit 
againſt- us, as ſmall, Which ſtops. up the- very 
ſource of quarrels : which, for the moſt pars, 
ſpring from thoſe falſe Ideas, which make all. 

| things, 
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things that concern our ſelves look very bigg ; 
' and thoſe that concern other men ſeem very little. 


3. Nay, we are lo far from being diipoſed 


to hurt thoſe we Jove, that we cannot but pers. 
ceive an inclination we have to ferve and {uc- 


cour them, the beſt we are able. Which it is 
not poſſible for us to do, unleſs we be at peace 
with them. For Peace is the very gate, by which 
we enter into- their Hearts ; wh 

gainſt us, when men have an averſion for us, 
and are upon terms of Enmity or oppoſition 
to us. Therefore if we be bound to help, we 
are bound to be at peace, ' one * with another, 
And all that have any ſenſe of Flumanity, can- 
not but confeſs that we are made by God to be 
helptul one 'to another :' which Chriſtianity. can- 
nor bur make ns more ſenſibly acknowledge. Be- 
caule of the ardent love, which, abore all things, 
it commends 'to us ; and is no where {© {trong, 
as between Members of the ſame Body ; eſpeci- 
ally of fuch a Body as theirs, which hath Chriſt 


. 


for/irs Head, and the Spiric of God for irs Soul 
and Life. Which inclines them and powerfully 
moves them, to hold all rogether in love and 
peace : as the only means of - He, and edi- 
tying the Body-.of Chriſt, and alſo ot perte&ing 
ic for the happy Reſt of the other World, 
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Thus Þ have given a brief account: of: the Rea- 
ſons for this duty; Which ſufficiently commends: 
it ſelf ro us, inthat- it-is the peice of- God :. but the - 
Apoſtle-prefles it from. this confiderarion. alfo, thar 
we are- called ta it in ene body. 

EI I. 

F proceed now to the lat part of my Text, 
the means or help (as Iunderſtand it;) which 
the Apoſtle preſcribes, for the introducing, and 
increaſing the peace of God ; and giving it the 
rule over our hearts : which is contained in theſe 
Words; And be ye thankful. | 

Weare very apt, as you have heard, to bedif- 
guſted at many things, which are diſagreeable to 
ns : from wheace ariſes, much dilquiet, diſcon- 
tent, and ſometimes quarrels with thoſe , who 
give us {uch diſtaſte. . But-if we would ſpend 
that time, in recounting Gods mercies to- us, and 
giving him our fokemn- thanks for them, which 
we ſpend in complaining, in finding fault one 
with another, and aggravating every thing which 
diſpleaſes us ; we ſhould be perfe&ly cured: of thoſe 
diſtempers.; and aſhamed ro make ſuch a buſtle 
and ſtirr, as we are wont ta: do, about {uch fmall 
things, as now diſquiet us, - $955 

Thankfulneſs,, we all agree.,, is a Chriſtian 
Duty, as much. as any other. | 

And 


"yy ” - > " "_—_ i 
, IC, ©1444 _ 4 4 <P with $ 
L L 
*, Sh # i Fn 
» 
INN CAME E Ne: | 
*«. 


And not only, a Dyry enjoya'd us by God, bur 
to-which weare inclined by Nature ;, it our Hearts 
be, touched with the leaft ſenſe, of his Diviae Be- 
nehis. | lai, 
And that it is very pleaſant and delightful, as 
all natural Motions are, every oae may teel, who 
pleaſes to make a trial. | 
.- And no lels profirable and beneficial, we muſt 
needs acknowledge. ; becauſe he invites a new 
| Benefir, who moſt. gratefully acknowledges the 
old. 

And laſtly, /to omit the reſt) we cannot bur 
confeſs , ' that nothing more becomes us, than 
Thankfulneſs ; becauſe we have nothing originally 
of our ſelves, but all purely from God. Which 
makes it the moſt decent thing in the World, to be 
paying him our perpetual acknowleJgments. 

Or if there ſhould be any one fo perverſe, as not 
to be ſenfible of this, he cannot but yield, that ir 


is. far, more decent and-becoming, than perpetual 


complaints and. diſcontents, brawlings and ſcold- 
ings one with another,about every petty differeace. 
Far more agreeable, I am. ſure, to. the Chri- 


ſtian Spirit (if we know: what that/1s) more be-- 
ſceeining thole who lye under jonfiaite Obligations 


ro. God, our Saviour, which challenge our higheſt 


and. inceſſint Praiſes. ; than it is to- murmur and 


repine,. 
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repine, to find faults and pick quarrels, to contend 


and ſtrive ; which end too oft in fighting and 
deſtroying one another. 

We may well be aſhamed then , and con- 
founded art our folly and diſingenuity, if we do 
nor live in a ſincere practice of this Duty : Which, 
if we do, will be an effe&tual means to ſuppreſs 
all ſuch unſeemly behaviour as that above-men- 
rioned ; becauſe it ſtrikes at the very root of all 
Diſcontent, and Wrath, and Pride, and ſuch 
like evil Aﬀetions, which give diſturbance unto 
us, and unto others. 

We cannot eafily be diſcontented abour any 
ching, when we ſet our ſelves ſeriouſly ro con- 
fider, how many Bleſſings, both temporal and 
ſpiritual, paſt, preſent and to come, we ſtand 
indebred for to the Divine Bounty ; and accord- 
ingly offer to him the Sacrifice of Praiſe continnally, 
10mg Thanks unto bis Name. ; 

We ſhall ſoon fuppreſs Anger and' Rage 'at 
thoſe that offend us, when we remember with 
due thankfuineſs, as we ought todo perpetually, 


- how oft we have provoked God ; and have been 


merctfully forborn, and forgiven by his patienr and 


long-ſuffering goodnefs towards tis. | 
The [wellings of Pride will preſently go down, - 
when Thankfalneſs puts us in mind, thar we'are | 


nothing, 
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nothing, ' nor have any thing of our own ; but 
depend wholly upon God : Who can ſoon humble 
-us, and lay us low, if we be forgetful of his bounty 
to us. -I-K 

All harſhneſs and ſeverity will. be abarcd , 
by the thoughts of God's lenity, compaſſion and 
kind dealing with us : there will be no room foy 
fretting Envy, to- trouble us, or moleſt others ; 
but it will be immediately chruft out of doors, 


when this Thought comes inro our Mind, and 


fills our Heart with devout Aﬀections to God : 

That we are in 4 far better. condition than we 

deſerve:; and, if we be ungrareful, may fear to 
be in a worle. 


In ſhort, All thoſe Graces from whence ( I ob- 


ſerved in the beginning.) the Peace of God: 
ſprings, are manifeſtly mainrained- and nouriſhed- 
by continual thankfulnefs to God for all his Bene-- 
firs. In which if we exerciſe our ſelves, it will 
give the Peace of God the government of us; by 
making ns humble and ceurrceous, mild and gentle, 
kind and merciful, meek and patient ;- which are 
the natural qualities. of- a. truly thankful Chri- 
ſtian. 


Lerus make thisthen our conſtant employment- 


and our delight; and look upon a thankful Heart, ,,, ws 
| 45.4 great:Treaſure(to ule the words of St.Chry/oſtome) 7. Sth: 


ineſtimable : 
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 tremely ungrateful, we could not be ſo :apt 
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meſtimable Riches, a Good of which none can rob us, Armour 
of Defence ngamft all Temptations. 
I 


And firft, as we are Men who live together in the 
{ame neighbourhood, let us 'be thankful 'ro Ged. for 
all che good we receive one by another; , and then 
we ſhall the eaſter paſs by any evil that is done us; 
becauſe ir is ſmall and inconfiderable, in compa- 
riſon with the good we do, or may receive, by 
'our neighbourly living together in one Socicty, 
Family, Pariſh or City. | 

There is not the meaneſt Man among us, who 
doth not ſome way or other ſerve the greateſt : God 
having ſo made this World, that we ſhould be helps 
fol one to. another inour ſeveral ranks and conditi- 
ons ; nay, that one ſort of Men ſhould not be.able 
comfortably to ſubfiſt, without the lervice of the reſt. . 

Which if we did conſider, we ſhould perceive 
ſo many and great benefits we reap thereby, thar 
it would make us.confeſs we have great reaſon to 
be thankful ro the Creator and wile Difpoſer of 
all things :And that Thankfulneſs would moderate 
all the Diſguſts we take one at another, which 
diſturb our private peace and quietneſs. 5 

Nay the Benefits we receive by ſome Men are 
ſo very conſiderable ; that'if we were not ex- 


_ © wn oo aa 


as 


T 


FT a3 we arc, to find fault with every ny we 
* do. not like 1n them +" But for the ſake o 
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the 
greater\good-they do us,” ſhould wink-at, or 
rather not mind, the ſmaller faults, we ſee or 
fancy in them. With which we are wont to 
be fa diſtaſted, 'as ro: forger all the Excellent 
Qualities they arc indowed withal,and the great 
ſeryice they do to all mankind. h 


I I 


But 1ft we enlarged our thoughts .beyond 
theſe bounds, and conſidered our ſelves as Mem- 
bers of the ſame Kingdom, we ſhould find ſo ma- 
ny obligations to be thankful to God for the 
invaluable Bleflings of Order and Goverriment ; 


{chat ic would mightily appeaſe that Heat and 


Violence which 1s very troubleſome to us and 
others ; when our Paſſions begin to raiſe a 
commotion, and to make us dif Mfcaſed with the 
preſent ſettlement. 


1 For itis by the Protection and Fayour of the 


publique Government, that we eat, and drink, 
and'1Icep, and do all other things, in fafety. 
i Which thought alone is ſuthcient tro quiet 
us; when our Spirits: begin to free and. be. tu- » 
mw _ That 1s, to quarrel with our Hap: 
OILS E ITI But 
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But let us fall further make. our felves ſenſi 
ble, of the far Nobler Benefits which we cn- 
10y, by being Chriſtians, and be truly thankful 
to God for them; more particularly for his 
great Grace, in ca{/ing us to be one body in 
Chriſt ; 'and thereby calling.us unto Pegce one 
with another, and to. Peace with him the God 
of Peace (who will be with us, as I have faid, 
while we continue perfectly joyned tagether in 
the fame Mind and Spartt) and then, we ſhall 
-not have the heart to give the leaſt-diſturbance 
unto this Bleſſed Society, of the Church of 


God : Bur with united Atiection, ſtudyto pres 

ſeryc it, and to promote the Honour of it, by 

'the moſt ardent Love aud kindneſs, rendernefs 

and: compaſſion one towards another 3. eſpeci- 

Ally in chat part of it where we lc. 
Readthe pathetical Exhortation of the A- 

-poſtle un 4he Verſes aqagoing, upen which my 
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ext depends z and ut Will be impotbble' not 
to have your heart. affected withit, if you ac-i} 
tend unto it, and ponder every Ward. Px 
* ow therefore (as the Elrit of God; Holy and Be: 
kened) bowels of Marcy, kindneſs,- humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long ſuſſering z forbearing oue 
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exciber, and forgiving 'one another, if any Max \ 


have a quarrel againſt any * Even as Chriſt forgaue 
you, fo alſo do ye. And above” all theſe things 
put on Charity, &C. | 
Whar if you did rcad theſe Verſes delibe- 
rately every Morning, before you went about 
any other buſincſs ? It would not take up much = 
of your time, nor coft you much pains z une. 
leſs it be in laying them to heart, and laying 


them up in your Hearts. But whatſoever La- 


bour you beſtow in that, it will be abundant- 
ly recompenſcd in the Benefit, you and others 
will receive by it * if this ſmall portion of the © 
Word of Chriſt, dwell in you richly (as it follows 
immediately after my Text) and diſpoſe you 
to continue in this Heavenly Temper all the 
day long. | 

And how can you chuſe but be ſo diſpoſed, 
if you conſider how much you are bound to 
God for his incſtimable benefits beſtowed up- 
on You : in making you his Elef, Holy and Be- 


 taed, Ponder theſe Three Words ſerioutly, and 


look upon your ſclves as EleF of God, that is, 

choſen unto Salvation, through Sandification of © 
the Spirit and Belief of the Trath-(as he ſpeaks 
2 Theſ. IL 13.) Holy, thatis, ſeparated from 
the profane World, ro be his deyoted Servants: 
SL E 2 Beloved, 
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Belovea, that is made- partakers of ' the greateſt 
kindneſs Heaven could do us, in ſending his 
Son to fave us; And then you-will-not be able 
co reject che Exhorcation which ſpeaketh unto | 
you as unto Children V. Epheſ t, 2. Be ye there- 
fore followers of God, as dear Children', and walk 
in Love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and bath 
given himſelf for us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to 
God for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour. 
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Eſpecially when we remember that we are 
not bare Chriſtians, but Refermed Chriſtians : 
whoſe Principl& lead ro Unity and Peace, more 
than the Principles of any other Chrittans 
whatſocycr. * 

For the very Baſis of the Reformed Religion 1s 
this, that, a/l neceſſary Truths are not only con- 
tained in the Holy Striptures , but evidently and 
plainly ſet down there. Which fngle Truth 
being agreed; it is manifeſt there mult needs 
be an Unity of opinions among, us, -in all things | 
neceſſary. 

And as for other things which arc not evi- 
dent in _che-Holy Scriptures, and therctore are 
ot neceſſary 3 what ſhould hinder, bur that 
notwithſtanding any different Opinions 
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about them, there 'may bo-among us an Unity 
| of Aﬀeion. Unto which the -Holy'Scripttires 


ire&t and prefs:ms, as rhemoſt neceſſary duty; 


and as the greateſt happineſs,” of which this 


World is capable. | : 

For there is nothing the Goſpel urges fo 
much, as kindnefs, forbearance, render com- 
r_ one of another : Such kindneſs, as ma- 


ing-us look upon one another as:Brethren,. 


and fellow-Members, will not let us break all 
the bonds of Friendſhip, that are berween 
US. 
For why. ſhould there be any breach among 
thoſe, who are agreed in this plain principle ? 
That there being Unity of Opinion among them 
in all things Neceſfary ; in things not neceſſary, 
Unity of Opinion 1s not neceflary, bur only U- 
nity. of Aﬀection Which will make us ſtudy, 
and embrace the means of our Common Preſer- 
vation; by mutual condeſcention to ſuch terms 
of Agreement, as will eftabliſh a firm'and undi- 
ſurbed peaceamong us. 

In which, if there ſhould happen any breach, 
the ſame Spirit of love andgoodneſs will diſpoſe 
us immediately to make'it up; by not adhere- 


| 1ngtoo flifly to our own private opinions; much. 


kis ro any worldly intereſt :which muſt be laid 
« aſide 
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1 aGdeby all peaccableeminded men; thatis,by'all 
111 Who ought not to engaggin fierce oppoſi- 
If!) * tions; much lef$in confident cenſuring and con- 
demning one another3 but with all bumiliry, 
modeſty, and calmneſs endeavour each others 
informgtion : or, if that cannot be obtain'd pa- 
tiently tobear with one anothers infirmucies : ac- 
cording to the forenamed goldengRulc of St. - 
Paul, VI. Gal: 2. Bear ye one anotbers burdens, 
and ſo fulfil the Law of Criſt. | 

The Law of Chrift, that is, his peculiar Law, is 
the Lawof Love: which hecalls anew Command- 
ment, XIII Joh.34. and his: Commandment, XV. 
Joh. 12. This is my Commandment, that ye love one 
another, as T have loved you. Which we then twal- 
fil, or perfectly obſerve; when it makes us bear 
one anothers burdens, that is, offences ; whether 
they be infirmucics or fins. 

For as long as there arc any hopes of amend. 
ment, we ought (as the- Apoſtle there teaches in 
the Verſe forcgoing ) if any man be overtaken with 
a fault, to reflore ſuch a one with the Spirit of meek- 
neſs;conſidering our ſelves, lefiwe alſo be tempted.That 
is, we muſt tenderly admoniſh ſuch offenders, 
fiudyin the kindeft and foftett manner'to reclaim = 
them : which 15 no fmall abour and _— - 

cod ; 


"8 4+ by PR | = l . , » 
w vt MX BY _—_ of &TLf " / Y* 4 q 6 | -r A WS 
: YE + O00 RES my ; ” if - , "© 4 " w k 


FJ 


| deeds bar thereby yein the. prapercit ſenſe tale 
part of 'their burden upon our ſdlvey, whit 


+4 " nb. by fach charitable means to-rid chem 


| *Y | - 
And-now if m/ the | 
ſelves ſenſible, that weare ſuch Refofmed Chriſti» 


—” 


axs, as have been lacely ſaved and delivered'in a- 


wonderful manner, foomahe hands of thoſe that 
deſigned our deſtruction; it will raiſe our thank- 


fulne to ſuch a hagrh;- chat it will ſurmgunt 


all choſe clouds, whuch overcaſt our joy in God, . 


and m-.his-Salvation. gt "ITYL 
For what aþlctling: is ,. that we have the 

libertics of our Holy Religion 3 and meet here 

. together in peaccand quietnefs, without the lealt 


apprehenſion of ſuch dangers, as-not long; ago 
T been depri 4 


hung over us ? If we ha 
d we not have accounted, the loſs to be 


invaluable? Whart.is the matter then,that we do- 


-not {cr: the greateſt price, upon the.enjayinent ? 
Is1t-Nothing to be delivered from thoſe: fears, 


wherewith we: were lately: ſurrounded?- what 
ſhould we think if God- ſhould throw: us back - 


' againintothem? But there is a great deal mare 


to-be: thankful for; which is the PT | 
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that this/blefled Liberty will be:continued/ ant 
ſecured 20/ us, and to 'our:Poſterity\after. ms 
Which wall derive a Bleſſing likewiſe upon all» 
other Proteſtant Churches abroad : Whoſeſafe-* 
ty lies in qur preſervation. | 
Nay, this one ſingle reflection,that we have 
had the 'happineG ro.bchold/a Proteftarit-1King * 
wn Oyeen, tiere worſhipping God together 
in this place-(aſight, whichific hath becnever 
ſeen in frgland;'.yer not: thele: Seventy years) 1s 
<nough'ro tranſportuswithſuch joy, as ſhould 
make. us quite forget all our differences and dif 
contents: And let us think of nothing elſe; but 
what we ſhall. render to the Lord. for fuch benefits, 
as he hath beſtowed upon us." ge i 
For which we can. never thank him enough ; 
and therefore let-us thank him continually. 
Evening, and Morning, and. Noon, lct us g1VE 
our ſolemn thanks unto him. Yea, | 
Let us bleſs the Lord at all fimes, let his praiſe 
be ever in our mouths. | © BNe! 
- 1 /When weit in-our houſe (as Mofes ſpeaks 1n- 
another caſe) when we walk by the way, when 
. we lye down, and'when: we rife up; let us be 
talking of all his. wondrous works : ſaying with the 
PAliþ 1no «6 ods ant front ro nat © mk 
” Who can utter the mighty afts of the Lord? Who 
tan ſhew forth all his praiſe ? Thy 
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"rig teouſneſs (or goodnels.) 0 God, is -. 
wr bieh, who haſt done great things: 0 God, who 

ws Trike unto thee ? | XY 

”” Thou art great and doft wondrous things : Thou 
F ot God alone. h 

” Twill praiſe thee, O Lord my God: with my whole 
heart: I will Glorifie thy Name for evermore. 

For great is thy Mercy towards me, and thou haſt 
delivered my Soul from the loweſt Hell (1c. the 
extreamelſt Dangers ) 

Therefore ſhall my Tongue ſpeak of thy Righteouſ: 
neſs, and of thy Praiſe all the day long. 

I will Praiſe the Lord with my whole heart , ſe- 
cretly among the faithful, and in the Congregation. 

For the Works of the Lord are great, ſought out 
of all them that have Pleaſure therein. 

His Work is Honourable and Glorious: And his 
Righteouſneſs endureth for ever, 


Now the God of all Grace» grantunto every 
Soul of us, ſuch truly thankful hearts, that we 
may be always prailing himand ſpeaking good 
of his Name: And then the Peace of Sf will 
Rule and Govern us; unto which we arecalled 
in one Body, by Chriſt Jelus. To whom with che 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt be Eternal Praiſes. 


Amen, 


FINTIS. 


